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Soldiers in Ancient Chino

The Chi nese dynost i 
"si* "r. 

f r equent ly estob I i s h ed
through wors ond rebellions. Jhe proctice of wor become o
necessory port of life. The Chinese militory wos composed of
generol, officers, orchers, the covolry, chorioteers, ormored
inf/antry, ond foot soldiers{

Chinesesoldiers selectedo specific weopon of it 
"i, 

chotceond procticed
"sets". The set were o seguence of movements thot would creste o oneness
between the soldier ond his weopon. Leorning sets tought the soldier how to work
in unison with other soldiers. Since most Chinesewere unoble to reod or write,
skilfs we?e possed on through c system of memorizotion. This wos done through
song, reciting poems, ond performing troditionol sets devised for o porticulor
weoPon. It wos similor to the sequenced rifle proctices thot ore performed by
contemporory militory soldiers.

Some of the weopons thot the Chinese soldiers used were swords, speors,
the moce, the Shu,the Qiang, ond the crossbow. Therewere mony types of
swords such os the ,fian, which wqs colled the "sovereign of the
bfodes." Speors ore considered to be the oldest weopons used in
Chino. They were originolly used by those riding horsebock, but
eventuolly foot soldiers qlso corried speors thot ronged from 9 to 18
feet long. These long speors ollowed soldiers to reoch their enemies
whife keeping them ot boy.

The moce wos o short weopon mode of iron thot feotured o diomond-like
orrongement of knobs on its heod. Th"y we?e swung through the oir to chop ond
cut on enemy. The Chinese qlso used o weopon colled s Shu. This wos o metol-
heoded bomboo club thot wos cqrried by the honor guords who protected the
emPeror.

The Chtnese also invented the crossbow. ft wos o deodly weopon cnd
destroyed on enemy's ronks by o mossive deluge of short orrows tipped with
bronze, iron, or bone heods. Its orrows could pierce o wooden shield, ond since
most peosont soldiers did not wear ormor, these crossbow ottocks were lethol.
Most bottles we?e hond-to-hond combot. Feorless fighters would enter the fray
of bottle with oxes, swords ond other dongerous weopons.


